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Committee 

October  3,  2014 


WASHINGTON  —  The  United  States  Mint  announced  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Herman  J.  Viola  to  the  Citizens  Coinage  Advisory 
Committee  (CCAC). 

Dr.  Viola,  a  specialist  on  the  history  of  the  American  West,  fills  the  vacancy  created  by  the  term  expiration  of  Professor 
Michael  Ross,  the  member  specially  qualified  by  virtue  of  his  education,  training,  or  experience  in  American  history.  Dr.  Viola 
will  serve  a  four-year  term. 

Dr.  Viola  is  a  curator  emeritus  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Prior  to  his  retirement  in  1994,  he  was  director  of 
Quincentenary  Programs  at  the  National  Museum  of  Natural  History.  During  his  tenure,  he  organized  two  major  exhibitions: 
"Magnificent  Voyagers,”  which  told  the  story  of  the  U.S.  Exploring  Expedition  that  was  conducted  from  1838  to  1842,  and 
"Seeds  of  Change,"  which  focused  on  the  exchange  of  plants,  animals,  and  diseases  between  the  Old  and  the  New  Worlds  as  a 
result  of  the  Christopher  Columbus  voyages. 

His  professional  career  also  includes  serving  as  Director  of  the  Smithsonian’s  National  Anthropological  Archives,  where  he 
initiated  the  Native  American  Culture  Resources  Training  Program,  the  Smithsonian's  first  internship  program  for  American 
Indians.  Prior  to  joining  the  staff  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  he  was  a  staff  member  at  the  National  Archives  of  the 
United  States,  where  he  launched  the  prize-winning  quarterly  Prologue:  The  Journal  of  the  National  Archives.  He  also  served 
as  an  archivist  for  the  National  Historical  Records  and  Publications  Commission. 

Dr.  Viola  has  been  a  consultant  to  numerous  museums  and  educational  organizations,  and  was  also  an  active  educator, 
having  taught  at  several  universities.  A  published  author,  his  most  important  publications  include  Exploring  the  West,  After 
Columbus,  Warrior  Artists,  and  The  North  American  Indians.  He  also  authored  Why  We  Remember,  a  middle  school  social 
studies  textbook. 

Dr.  Viola  received  his  Ph.D.  in  American  history  from  Indiana  University  and  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts  from 
Marquette  University.  He  is  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  has  received  numerous  professional  and  scholarly  awards, 
including  a  Merit  Award  from  Marquette  University  and  an  honorary  doctor  of  letters  degree  from  Wittenberg  University. 

The  CCAC  was  established  in  2003  by  Public  Law  108-15  to  advise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  theme  and  design  proposals 
relating  to  circulating  coinage,  bullion  coinage,  Congressional  Gold  Medals,  and  national  and  other  medals  produced  by  the 
United  States  Mint.  The  CCAC  also  makes  recommendations  to  the  Treasury  Secretary  on  the  events,  persons,  or  places 
commemorated  on,  as  well  as  the  mintage  levels  for,  commemorative  coins.  The  CCAC  submits  a  report  annually  to  Congress 
and  the  Secretary  describing  its  activities  and  providing  its  recommendations. 

About  the  United  States  Mint 

The  United  States  Mint  was  created  by  Congress  in  1792  and  became  part  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  in  1873.  It  is  the 
Nation’s  sole  manufacturer  of  legal  tender  coinage  and  is  responsible  for  producing  circulating  coinage  for  the  Nation  to 
conduct  its  trade  and  commerce.  The  United  States  Mint  also  produces  numismatic  products,  including  proof,  uncirculated, 
and  commemorative  coins;  Congressional  Gold  Medals;  and  silver  and  gold  bullion  coins.  The  United  States  Mint’s 
numismatic  programs  are  self-sustaining  and  operate  at  no  cost  to  the  taxpayer. 
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